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Enyalius, In Memoriam

Josh Reynolds

Marakitedes, dimachurias of Gladiator Group 685, drove the blade of his chainaxe into the hull of the Gladius frigate, anchoring himself and his burden as the wounded vessel succumbed to gravitational acceleration and began to turn in its death throes. Gouts of fire erupted from the ragged wounds that marked its blue and silver hide, and were quickly snuffed by the numbing void. There was no sound to accompany this surrender to inevitability; merely the silent quiver of distressed hull plating, which vibrated up through the soles of his boots and set off a ripple of pleasure in the red canyons of his mind.

Some sliver of the man he had once been, before Ariggata, before Isstvan, before Skalathrax, knew that there were at least twenty thousand crewmembers aboard the vessel he clung to, as well as a small contingent of Ultramarines. But all he could think of, with the gnawing agony of the Butcher’s Nails biting into his jumbled thoughts, was that there were twenty thousand skulls waiting to be harvested, by axe or otherwise. Twenty thousand souls to lay at the feet of his friend and brother, Joyful Enyalius, so that he might not kneel before the Skull Throne empty-handed.
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